The California State Department 
Public Health concerned with the 
health million Californians. 
years age older, and they are the 
ones who are the most deeply involved 
with the problem quackery. Three- 
quarters California’s senior citizens 
have some type condition, 
usually heart disease, cancer, rheu- 
matoid arthritis. this group, com- 
prising well over million people, 
that most sharply affected the 
activities the medical confidence 
man. this group that frequently 
becomes the target for extensive ex- 
ploitation, and which subjected 
enormous financial strain. 

age when are striving 
provide adequate health and medical 
services increasing population, 
this shocking waste can longer 
tolerated. serious and often tragic 
consequence quackery—aside from 
sheer monetary loss—is that proper 
care and rational treatment pre- 
vented. 

California the State Department 
Public Health’s control cancer 
quackery has taken two-pronged ap- 
proach: One the enforcement 
long-standing laws related foods, 
drugs, and devices; the 
other involves control measures estab- 
lished legislation passed 1959. 
This legislation provided for the es- 
tablishment Cancer Advisory 
Council members work with 
the department the control can- 
cer. The bill provides 


The 


(1) Establish that unproven 
remedy device being 
used the diagnosis, treat- 
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ment, alleviation cure 
cancer. 


(2) Subpoena the proponent 
investigatory hearing and 
demand samples his agent 
for testing. (The right 
the State this without 
reimbursement the pro- 
ponent has not yet been chal- 
lenged. 

(3) Investigate the value the 
agent chemical, engineer- 
ing, animal clinical test- 
ing. (The burden proof 
with the department. 

(4) Hold formal hearing be- 
fore hearing officer pre- 
sent evidence against and 
permit evidence for the effi- 
the agent. 

(5) Refer findings hearing 
officer the Cancer Advis- 
ory Council. 


The council, affirmative vote 
members, one which 
not physician and surgeon, 
may submit written finding 
fact the department that the 
agent worthless harmful. 


When the council finds that the 
agent worthless harmful, 
the department may issue cease 
and desist order against the pro- 
ponent. 


this order violated, the de- 
partment may seek injunc- 
tion superior court. 


The failure provide the sample 
formula presumptive evidence that 
the agent has value. 

The law does not apply bona 
fide research with new agents nor 


Published twice monthly 


Health 


November 15, 1961 


WHAT CAN FIGHT QUACKERY 
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persons depending exclusively upon 
prayer for healing accordance with 
the teachings bona fide religious 
sect. The council will determine 
each case whether any investigational 
activity not bona fide research. 


Several council meetings were held 
during the first year promulgate 
operating procedures. Investigation 
several clinics and accumulation 
evidence against them has been 
complished, and investigatory hear- 
ings three were held. 
cease and desist order the basis 
against one 


The unit responsible for carrying 
out the above program placed ad- 
ministratively within the department’s 
Bureau Disease and 
known the Cancer Diagnosis and 
Therapy Unit. 


ACTIVITIES BUREAU FOOD AND 
DRUG INSPECTIONS 


Because interest over the years 
has been with the enforcement the 
Pure Foods and Drugs Acts and re- 
lated laws, shall confine remarks 
principally the other quackery con- 
trol activities which are under the 
administration the Bureau Food 
and Drug Inspections. 

The bureau favorable posi- 
tion observe the problems quack- 
ery. has had great deal practice 
dealing with lawbreakers. And 
has had considerable experience 
dealing with quacks, since all quacks 
are lawbreakers. 


* Condensed from an address given at the 
American Medical Association and Food 
and Drug Administration-sponsored Na- 
tional Congress on Medical Quackery, 
Washington, C., October 1961. 
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regulatory agency, are 
small. Yet, believe that have 
achieved some notable successes our 
efforts stamp out quackery. 1957, 
the Senate Interim Committee 
Public Health, which conducted ex- 
tensive hearings this problem, re- 
ported 

the Bureau Food and Drug 
Inspections the State Department 
meritorious job keeping least 
some the phases quackery under 
control, within the limits funds and 
personnel assigned the bureau for 
this 

However, cannot afford 
complacent; are convinced that 
quackery still exists California 
degree substantially detrimental the 
health and welfare its citizens. 

propose review briefly the 
weapons available for combating 
quackery California, the techniques 
employed waging this battle, and 
present summary some our 
more important activities. 


Legislation 


The statute that most frequently 
relied upon the California Pure 
Drugs Act, which contains essentially 
the same provisions those the 
Model State Food, Drug, and Cos- 
Bill. California was one the 
first states enact this type statute 
(in 1939). general prohibi- 
tions against the false advertisement 
drug device, and against mis- 
branding; for example, lack ade- 
quate directions for use. 

was not until 1951 that were 
amending this law 
that now illegal California 
advertise drug device have 
any effect serious diseases for 
which there known cure, for 
which self-medication dangerous: 
for example, cancer, heart and vas- 
diseases, and diabetes. 

This section the California Pure 
Drugs Act has been our most im- 
portant single weapon this fight, 
since the term de- 
fined the act all repre- 
sentations ineluding word-of-mouth— 
the most common form advertise- 
ment encountered. order prove 
false advertising under the Pure 
Drugs Act must prepared 
prove pattern activity which 
shows repeated offenses, rather than 
single act. 

recent important addition has 
been the inclusion devices the 
requirements specified for ‘‘new 


drugs.’’ other words, device 
has not yet received general recogni- 
tion medical experts being safe, 
falls into the same does 
‘‘new with its accompanying 
safeguards. anticipate that this 
will prove extremely useful 
tool; experience will determine 
whether our expectations are realized. 

Because any violation the Pure 
Drugs Act only misdemeanor car- 
rying nominal fine and/or jail sen- 
tence, have had recourse other 
statutes whenever the penalty did not 
seem commensurate with the de- 
gree public injury. 

the past decade, have effec- 
tively applied certain felony sections 
the Penal Code, con- 
spiracy and grand theft. have also 
had employ sections the 
Business and Professions Code. When 
members the healing arts are in- 
volved, such are always handled 
with the full knowledge and coopera- 
tion the respective licensing board. 

Charges may applied singly, but 
frequently employ them com- 
bination, that, for example, in- 
dividual may charged the com- 
plaint with grand theft, attempted 
grand theft, and conspiracy violate 
the Pure Drugs Act. 

Here, wish stress that quackery 
cannot merely legislated out 
business. The legislation must en- 
Such program must include ener- 
corps workers with courageous 
leadership and adequate funds; and 
effective use all resources availa- 
ble, various technical facil- 
ities and the cooperation commu- 
nity, service, and professional groups. 


Investigation 


How does the public first become 
aware make contact with 
quack? Contrary popular belief, 
the modern medical confidence man 
does not usually erect billboards, nor 
does place large advertisements 
newspaper might have done 
the past; does not stand like 
barker cireus, selling his snake- 
bite remedy cure-all for various 
human ailments. His mode opera- 
tion carefully worked out scheme 
word-of-mouth advertising between 
the so-called satisfied customer and the 
unsuspecting victim. 

many our cases, have ob- 
served that the victim frequently 
well screened the confidence man 
his so-called This person 
might anybody—even your next 


door neighbor. Such persons are 
smooth-talking, sympathetic, reassur. 
ing their victim. They give the im. 
pression that they can wrong, 
that the American Medical 
tion and the Food and Drug people 
are standing the way true 
progress. Such word-of-mouth ad. 
vertising poses the greatest problem 
law enforcement agency. 

promotional scheme which 
served lately the circulating 
pamphlets through religious front 
organization which reality was 
ploiting thousands hapless victims 
their life savings—as well 
priving them accepted methods 
treatment. This case—the most exten- 
sive have undertaken, currently 
being tried Los Angeles. 


How does the Bureau first become 
aware these activities? might be- 
gin with telephone from local 
better business bureau, police depart- 
ment, sheriff’s office, from vol- 
untary health organization, 
health department, newspaper, 
medical association. There general 
reluctance the part the 
complain directly law 
ment agency for fear that they might 
get themselves involved court 
trial. they don’t wish cause 
trouble for someone else, even though 
they may have just been duped out 
their life savings, and may have 
lost precious time obtaining 
tive treatment, which delay may 
timately cost them their lives! 

Usually, complaints are routed 
through better business bureau 
medical association. California 
have kept close touch with these 
organizations, since they have con- 
sistently channeled information our 
offices. 


Public appearances our staff be- 
fore organizations, churches, 
service clubs, educational institutions, 
and participation television 
grams also serve stimulate the 
channeling information about medi- 
confidence activity within the 
State. This particularly true tele- 
vision. victim often recognizes 
nostrum displayed television be- 
ing similar one used particular 
medical confidence man. This results 
telephone call one our dis- 
trict offices one the aforemen- 
tioned agencies. 

feel the complaint comes 
within our jurisdiction, bureau staf 
makes preliminary investigation. 
complete statement taken from the 
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who may the victim, 
member the victim’s family. 
The device (or sample, drug) 
suspected being fradulent are col- 
lected, possible, well all ac- 
companying labels 
Such labels, ete. are copied and the 
drug device carefully described 
photographed. 

The nostrum then submitted 
competent laboratory, which may 
the crime laboratory police de- 
partment, university laboratory, 
the Food and Drug Laboratory the 
State Department Health. 

After careful examination the 
nostrum, and evaluation the state- 
ment obtained, further investigation 
may carried out. ‘‘undercover 
may used for the purpose 
determining the nature the sus- 
pected criminal violation with greater 
and detail. Such agent 
often food and drug inspector from 
the bureau. the usual word-of- 
mouth advertising involved the 
modus operandi the suspect, special- 
ized radio and recording equipment 
may brought into play. The under- 
cover agent may merely engage the 
suspect conversation based leads 
obtained from the persons previously 
complaining the department. 


After careful consideration and 
evaluation the evidence, and after 
discussion with the local district at- 
torney’s office, the agent may place 
the suspect under arrest. the other 
hand, the prosecuting attorney may 
determine that the facts not war- 
rant complaint under the California 
Pure Drugs Act, which case the 
matter may referred another 
for further investigation and 
disposition, may held abey- 
ance. 


Preparation for Trial 


The arrest the suspect only 
midway point the investigation. All 
records, correspondence, documents, 
are now carefully read and evalu- 
ated; physical evidence collected 
the time arrest, including X-rays, 
must studied drug products (some 
which may contraband) must 
analyzed and evaluated appropri- 
ate laboratory procedures. 


Most drugs are analyzed labora- 
tories the State Department 
Public Health Berkeley Los An- 
geles, but many devices, particularly 
those unusual nature, may re- 
quire examination experts such 


The examination must thorough 


(1) determination the 
sition the product output 
the device. (This may in- 
analysis, electri- 
cal measurements, schematic 
drawings, appropriate animal 
studies, other suitable ana- 
lytical procedures. 


(2) expert evaluation the 
therapeutic merit the prod- 
expert the particular field 
involved. 


Great care must exercised prior 
the trial preserve the chain 
evidence the moment its 
introduction the trial. 

Corroborative data obtained 
securing statements from other vic- 
tims and/or ‘‘satisfied 
Such statements serve two purposes: 
the victim dissatisfied, may 
used corroborative prosecution 
witness time trial; the 
person interviewed ‘‘satisfied 
tomer,’’ his statement will prove val- 
uable the prosecuting attorney 
the event said person appears 
witness for the defense. The statement 
tends prevent the witness from 
changing his story the stand. 
substantial change could serve 
basis for impeachment. 

the time trial, investigators, 
police officers, expert witnesses, and 
victims will required testify. 
case based sound evidence 
which effective testimony 
experts and actual victims, the courts 
have generally held the defendants 
guilty. 

the past decade, criminal action 
has successfully been brought against 
more than 100 quacks. Sixteen these 
involved conspiracies, grand 
theft, and attempted grand theft— 
either singly combination; the 
balance were predominantly violations 
the false advertising provisions 
the Pure Drugs Act. The cases have 
run the range from simple sales 
house-to-house peddlers 
complex promotions. 


EXAMPLES QUACKERY CALIFORNIA 


Here are few examples selected 
from the many our files: 


Cancer Salve “Cure” 

1950 the San Diego County Hos- 
pital reported that young woman 
was suffering from chemical burns in- 
flicted cancer ointment received 


from doctor Tiajuana, Mexico. 
This complaint was part investi- 
gation into the activities elderly, 
retired mill worker who had been 
treating the public for years. 
mixed his cancer salve rusty cof- 
fee and sold for prices ranging 
from $50 ounce $5,000 for 
course treatments. The treatment 
for internal and external cancer alike 
consisted applying this caustic, con- 
taining oil, the skin. cases 
internal cancer was applied ex- 
ternally point believed ad- 
jacent the internal cancer site. The 
quack selling this ‘‘treatment’’ was 
apprehended and sentenced one 
three years the State penitentiary. 
had treated ‘three four thou- 
sand’’ Americans. 


This charlatan had teamed with 
health food faddist who made con- 
tacts with victims the pensioners 
age group. The accomplice was fined 
$250 and given three years’ proba- 
tion. 


Music Cancer “Cure” 

This device, first 1959 
(California’s Health, October 15, 
1959), consisted essentially the 
playback portion tape recorder 
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without speaker. had some the 
devices, 
that is, two wires from the front 
panel lead electrodes. According 
the promoter, the vibrations emanat- 
ing from endless tape, which car- 
ried the tune ‘‘Smoke Gets 
Your was disseminated 
through the wires the site the 
cancer, causing the tumor ‘‘disin- 
Several hundred these 
devices were sold. 

The Southern California distribu- 
tor this product, chiropractor, 
claimed that was able diagnose 
merely passing his hands 
over the body the patient—that 
when his hands experienced ex- 
treme chill knew that had 
located the site the 

The defendant, together with the 
manufacturer and the Northern Cali- 
fornia distributor, were found guilty 
after lengthy jury trial charges 
false advertising. The manufac- 
turer was fined $500 and sentenced 
days jail. The Southern Califor- 
nia distributor was sentenced six 
months jail condition that 
pay $500 fine. However, refused 
pay the fine and was remanded 
county jail for the entire six-month 
period. 


Diagnostic Fraud 

Southern California, large ad- 
vertisements frequently appeared 
newspapers and even billboards, 
offering positive effective treatment 
for heart disease, kidney disease, high 
blood pressure, ete. Bold advertising 
was used since the promoters felt that 
their operation was beyond the reach 
the State codes. However, the 
bureau attacked the problem from the 
viewpoint that gross fraud was being 
perpetrated so-called diagnostic 
offices. 

One diagnostic office, which was 
part chain offices Southern 
California, offered complete phy- 
sical examination for $5. Investiga- 
tion revealed that 650 
persons attracted the during 
four-month period were given the 
same diagnosis. They were told they 
had enlarged heart and liver, 
jellied gall bladder, and high acid 
bile condition, whereas, scientific 
physical examinations made many 
these victims disclosed that they 
enjoyed perfect health. 

The fear technique was used per- 
suade unsuspecting victims take 
treatments for conditions they did not 
have. Such treatments included sine 


wave therapy cost each, 
three times weekly, plus various bot- 
tles vitamins and innocuous sub- 
stances costing $7.50 per bottle. 

Victims were told that they must 
take treatment for six weeks, after 
which they would given recheck. 
most after six weeks 
treatment, the patient would told, 
have come along about half way 
the road recovery; you don’t 
take another six weeks treatment 
you will slide back your original 

The operators the were 
arrested after San Diego police- 
woman, who was perfect health, 
was told that she needed additional 
six weeks treatment. 

The defendants, two chiropractors 
and the wife one them, were 
found guilty multiple charges 
false advertising, petty theft, and 
practicing medicine without license. 
Each chiropractor was fined $500 and 
sentenced six months jail. 

This significant since was 
appealed the United States Su- 
preme Court, which upheld the con- 
viction. 


Operators Indicted 

known Los Angeles 
was recently indicted the Los An- 
geles County Grand Jury after years 
investigation bureau personnel 
co-operation with law enforcement 
agencies. This was reported 
operating Dallas, Texas. Several 
hundred persons, from nearly every 
state and from Canada had been at- 
tracted this Los Angeles clinic 
seek treatment for cancer, which they 
may, may not, have had. 

Investigation revealed that persons 
were attracted this through 
various advertising media, including 
series radio broadcasts from 
Mexican station, and through pam- 
phlets disseminated through what 
first appeared religious or- 
ganization. Persons were offered treat- 
ment for charges from $500 $1,400. 
Bank records revealed gross receipts 

grand jury indicted two medical 
doctors, one chiropractor and one lay 
person staffing the clinic charges 
conspiracy commit grand theft and 
conspiracy falsely advertise drug. 

The accused this case have en- 
tered plea not guilty the su- 
perior court and the trial has been 
scheduled for the near future. 


The Cancer Diagnosis and Therapy 
Evaluation Unit has also taken action 
this case permitted under the 
specific cancer legislation previously 
mentioned. Subpoenas were served 
the principals, which required them 
appear investigatory hearing 
and bring the hearing all the 
medicines they used the treatment 
cancer. 


Ozone Generators 

Typical the electrical devices 
promoted fakers were the ozone 
generators which were distributed 
nia. The names the distributing 
firms were altered slightly from state 
state; e.g., from California the dis. 
tributor operated under the name 
Calozone; Nevada, Nevozone, and 
on. 


Three thousand these worthless 
machines were sold California 
$150 each. Advertised pamphlet 


form ‘‘God’s Gift Humanity,” 
the machine was recommended for use 
diseases, for conditions ranging 
from abscesses whooping cough, in- 
cluding cancer, tuberculosis, diabetes, 


heart disease, and polio. The theory 


was that sufferers from such diseases 
had only breathe the ozone ere- 
ated the devices and they would 
cured. 

Competent medical authorities tes- 


tified that ozone was not only worth- 


less therapeutically, but that cer- 


tain concentrations could 
was demonstrated the laboratory 
that such device could kill mice 


matter hours. 
the brochure, the promoter 
quoted physicists and medical author- 


ities out context, leaving the erro- 


neous impressions that these physi- 


cists and medical authorities 


cated the use ozone the treat- 


ment diseases. 


The manufacturer, state distribu- 
tor, and two principal agents pleaded 


guilty the Alameda County 
rior Court charges conspiracy. 
The manufacturer 


each received $2,500 fine and 
jail. Other distributors and agents 


received lesser fines and/or jail 
tences. 


Radionic Devices 

device widely distributed Cali- 
fornia the so-called instru- 
ment. 1952 San Francisco 
styled naturopath constructed and 
sold various models 
vices, one which (the deluxe 
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sold for $545. The device was 
purported capable diagnosing 
and treating tumors, cancer, syphilis 
and various other diseases. This de- 
vice, like many others typical this 
group, consisted panel mounted 
with numerous rotary switches, all 
which were wired series. The only 
true electrical was the one 
plugged directly into house 
operate colored lights 
the horizontal panel. prospective 
customer was diagnosed having 
electrode placed his wrist ankle, 
the other end being connected 
wire the machine. 

The suspect was arrested food 
and drug inspector after the inspec- 
tor had taken treatment and had 
received diagnosis cancer the 
liver, tumor pressing the heart, 
syphilis and lympho-granuloma. The 
defendant entered plea guilty 
multiple charges, including false ad- 
vertising and misbranding de- 
vice. was placed two years’ 
probation. Oddly enough, the sen- 
tence was light because his poor 
health 

Another device was con- 
structed the practitioner himself. 
admitted that the device had 
value, but thought 
significant his practice establish 
confidence between doctor and pa- 
tient! was arrested after telling 
policewoman she had low blood en- 
ergy, alkaline colon, and weak optic 
nerve. 


Radioactive Devices 

With the advent the atomic 
bomb and various reports 
regarding radioactivity, California 
experienced run so-called radio- 
active devices. One the most inter- 
esting and most expensive was the 
so-called Radiumator. was claimed 
that drinking the radioactive 
water produced this device one 
cure heart disease, high blood 
pressure, kidney disease (including 
poisoning), sex debility and 
abnormal metabolism. The device was 
even supposed able revive 
wilted flowers 

The vendor enthusiastically de- 
the therapeutic benefits 
derived from the device. claimed 
that the price the 
—was really inexpensive because 
contained from $4,000 $6,000 worth 
pure radium chloride. 

Analysis competent electronics 
laboratory described this device 
bent glass tubing, 


check valves, ete.’’ Actually the ra- 
dium chamber contained about $1.30 
worth radium. 


Nutritional Quackery 

have mentioned only cases involv- 
ing mechanical and medical quackery. 
quackery can omit 
the growing problem nutritional 
quackery, however. Though the viola- 
tions committed this field may not 
they are far more numer- 
ous. Suffice say that the bureau 
taking effective action certain 
health foods, vitamin-mineral com- 
binations, and even seawater and 
the claims for vegetable juicing ma- 
chine. 

CONCLUSION 


The Bureau Food and Drug In- 
spections the California State De- 
partment Public Health plans 
step its program against quacks 
and their fraudulent activities. The 
program will carried out co- 
operation with the Cancer Diagnosis 
and Therapy Evaluation Unit the 
Bureau Chronic and also 
with the co-operation the Division 
Investigation the California 
State Department Professional and 
Vocational Standards. 


Our goal make California 
unprofitable—if not unhealthy— 
environment for medical confidence 
men. 


closing permit say that 
from the vantage point years 
dueling with quacks, firmly believe 
that nothing effectively deters 
quack stretch jail—or fine 
stiff enough take the profit out 
quackery. the same time have 
always been firm believer educa- 
tion, and believe that every man, 
woman, and child must taught how 
protect himself against the quack. 
Such knowledge his only weapon 
against quackery. 


“Doctors Work” Series 
Resumes Bay Area 


series which local doctors discuss 
filmed medical and surgical cases, has 
resumed the San Francisco Bay 
Area for its second season. Carried 
over station KRON-TV channel 
the informational feature 
each Sunday 12.30 p.m. 

The series sponsored the Cali- 
fornia Medical Association. 


Dwight Bissell, M.D., New 
CCLHO President 


M.D., San Jose 
City Health Officer, was elected pres- 
ident the California Conference 
Local Health Officers for 1961-62 
the semiannual meeting Woodland 
October and 26. succeeds Her- 


bert Bauer, M.D., Yolo County 
Health Officer. The new vice presi- 
dent Robert Westphal, M.D., 
Stanislaus County Health Officer, 
who was secretary last year. The new 
secretary Carolyn Albrecht, 
M.D., Marin County Health Officer. 

Reports proceedings the meet- 
ing will appear this and future 
issues California’s Health. 


Wisteria Pods Can 


Poison Children 


The National Clearinghouse for 
Poison Control Centers has uncovered 
unsuspected source poisoning 
children. 

Reports the clearinghouse from 
poison-control centers throughout the 
nation tell children being poisoned 
eating wisteria pods. Wisteria 
plants native North America may 
take the form vines, bushes, 
trees. 

Reported cases involved children 
who had eaten the same part the 
plant—the pods. One became acutely 
ill after eating only two seeds from 
wisteria pod. All the victims re- 
after treatment physi- 
cians, following notice from poison- 
centers. The common symp- 
toms wisteria poisoning are re- 
peated vomiting, nausea, abdominal 
pain, diarrhea, and abdominal swell- 
ing. 
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Three New Air Standards Drafted Department 


Three new air quality standards 
will submitted the State Board 
Public Health for approval its 
February meeting. These will the 
first standards submitted since the 
original standards for oxidants, sulfur 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, and 
ulates were submitted and approved 
the Board December 1959, 
following mandate the State 
Legislature. 

The new standards were drafted 
staff the State Department Pub- 


lic Health, approved the Depart- 
ment’s Advisory Committee Air 
Sanitation, and considered public 
meeting Los Angeles November 

standards for oxides nitrogen 
will presented the Board this 
time, although work continues 
standard for the ‘‘serious’’ level. Con- 
sideration was given ozone 
standard, but was decided that 
standard this time. 


TABLE PROPOSED ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR AMBIENT AIR QUALITY 


LEVEL 


Level which there 
will sensory irrita- 
tion, damage veg- 
etation, reduction 
visibility similar 
effects. 


0.5 ppm for hour 

0.1 ppm for hours 
based plant dam- 
age. 


Hyprocen 0.1 ppm for hour 
based offensive 
odor. 


*Insufficient data. 


* Sufficient data does not exist to permit a standard at this time. 


Environmental Surveillance 
For Radioactivity Stepped 


The California State Department 
Public Health stepped its en- 
vironmental radiological surveillance 
activities immediately after Russia 
resumed testing nu- 
clear weapons order make rapid 
assessment radioactive fallout 
levels. 

The first traces fallout Cali- 
fornia were noted September 11, 
days after Russia resumed testing. 
Since that time airborne radioactivity 
levels have fluctuated considerably. 
date, the west coast has received 
much less fallout than the rest the 
country. 

The first and best indicator 
general fallout levels the amount 
the air measured pulling air 
through filters which are then ana- 
lyzed for radioactivity. The air meas- 
urements are interest primarily 
they are indicative what food and 
water will contain later. 


Level which there 


Not applicable. 


*Insufficient data. 


ppm for hour based 


LEVEL LEVEL 
likely that acute 
sickness death 
sensitive groups 
persons will occur. 


will alteration 
bodily function 
which likely 
lead chronic dis- 
ease. 


Not applicable. 


*Insufficient data. 
Not applicable. 


*Insufficient data. 
skin desquama- 
tion. 


long airborne levels remain 
low, little additional radioactivity 
expected food and water. 
airborne levels should rise and re- 
main high for appreciable period, 
the department would begin more in- 
tensive analyses food and water, 
both frequency sampling and 
detail analyses. 

the southeastern part the na- 
tion, where fallout has been heaviest, 
significant iodine-131 
have been found milk. this 
perhaps the most sensitive indicator 
contamination levels food, the 
department intensifying the sam- 
pling milk throughout the State 
analyze for this particular isotope. 
date, iodine-131 milk sampled 
California has been quite low—run- 
ning from detectable activity 
micro-microcuries per liter milk, 
compared 500-plus micro-micro- 
curies per liter southeastern United 
States. 


Statement Family Planning 
Adopted CCLHO 


statement policy family 
planning has been adopted the 
California Conference Local 
Health Officers. Reflecting the concern 
California health departments and 
acceptance responsibility this 
field, the statement relates family 
planning its broadest aspects, in- 
cluding fertility control, sterility 
rection, and promotion responsible 
parenthood. 

adopting the policy, recognition 
was given the fact that the health- 
ful effects family planning have 
been recognized leaders all 
major religious groups, well 
leaders medicine, welfare and 
affairs. 

According the statement, the 
need for family planning may arise 
for many reasons: 


health the mother, medical compli- 


cations previous pregnancies, unre- 
lated diseases, accidents serious ill- 
ness other family members; mental 
emotional illness the mother 
other family members; social and eco- 
nomic stresses associated with in- 
creased likelihood maternal and in- 
fant death and disability and leading 
further deterioration family size 
increases; hereditary diseases; 
wanted with the risk il- 


legal abortion and death; 


sterility, with the hope medical cor- 
rection adoption. 

Family planning, the statement con- 
tinues, public health concern. 
Not only are the problems widespread 
but there are costly consequences 
the rest the community from lack 
such planning. 


Families who need family planning, 


guidance and services should 
receive those compatible with their 
beliefs and needs. The economic and 
educational circumstances 


lives should not deprive families 
the opportunity improve their level 


healthful living through equal ac- 


cess family planning guidance and 
services. 

Health departments 
community leadership solving 
family planning problems. Health de- 
partment participation should 
clude 


Promotion availability pro- 
gram elements such as: Assem- 
bling knowledge about family 
planning, attitudes, values, and 
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information held population 
groups. 

Publie and professional edu- 
cational services about the health 
benefits family planning and 
fertility control methods. 

Professional services for steril- 
ity fertility control 
and genetic counseling for all 
segments the population, mak- 
ing available methods acceptable 
families any religious per- 
suasion. 

Evaluation the adequacy 
the community’s family plan- 
ning efforts. 

Provision program elements 
which are not otherwise likely 
made available, including 
family planning services for 
those groups who cannot reason- 
ably obtain them. 


bo 


The statement was recommended 
for adoption the California Con- 
ference Local Health Officers its 
Committee Health Services, and 
was adopted the semiannual meet- 
ing the conference October 25-26, 
1961. 


Public Health Positions 


Alameda County 

Cerebral Palsy Therapists (Occupational 
Physical)—Salary range, $458 $556. 
Requires completion recognized course 
occupational physical therapy and one 
year recent full-time paid experience 
either field. Cerebral Palsy Therapist (Phys- 
ical) must possess valid certificate prac- 
tice Registered Physical Therapist 
California and must registered with the 
American Registry Physical Therapists. 
Cerebral Palsy Therapist (Occupational) 
must registered with the National Regis- 
ter Qualified Occupational Therapists. 
Apply Alameda County Civil Service Com- 
mission, 232 14th Street, Oakland, California. 


Humboldt-Del Norte County 

Public Health Nurses: Salary range $439- 
$549. Some positions start General- 
ized program. County car furnished. Requires 
California registration, graduation from NLN 
approved program public health nursing. 
PHN experience preferred. Apply to: Direc- 
tor Nurses, Humboldt-Del Norte County 
Health Department, 805 Sixth Street, 
Eureka, California. 


The ratio physicians popula- 
tion has remained about the same 
level since 1940, although lower 
today than was 1900. However, 
the number paramedical personnel 
has risen substantially, and gen- 
erally believed that the productivity 
physicians has also increased.— 
Progress Health Services, Health 
Foundation, Vol. 
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DEPARTMENT OFFERS AMBLYOPIA EXHIBIT 
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HEALTH LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS CALIFORNIA 


aid local health depart- 
ments interested developing their 
preschool vision programs, colorful 
table-top exhibit amblyopia 
anopsia has just been completed 
the Prevention Blindness Program 
the California State Department 
Publie Health. 

California health departments are 
expected take increasingly ac- 
tive role the development com- 
munity preschool vision programs 
Advisory Committee School Vision 
the California State De- 
partment Public Health. The com- 
mittee strongly empha- 
sis professional eye examinations 
the preschool years. 

Most eye specialists agree that treat- 
ment amblyopia should started 
the age three—long before 
child enters school. 

Simply stated, amblyopia, eye 
disorder children, seeing sharply 
with one eye and poorly with the 
other. results when normal, sharp 
vision fails develop eye, al- 
though that eye free from disease. 

The condition commonly associ- 
ated with lack balance and co- 
operation between the two eyes, 


happens when, for example, one eye 
turned inward outward. Since 
the eyes are looking two different 
directions, the child the an- 
noyance seeing double mentally 
shutting out the image seen one 
eye. Unless treatment started 
onee this eye will never learn clear 
vision. many children, unfortu- 
nately, the deviation the eyes may 
all but trained examiner. 

Then there are those children who, 
though the eyes are straight, have 
optical imperfection one eye. Since 
the distorted picture received this 
eye cannot reconciled with the clear 
image the normal eye the tendency 
again shut out the blurred image 
entirely. Since the good eye covers 
for the faulty one, arid side vision 
the poor eye keeps the child from 
bumping into things, assumed 
both eyes are functioning well. 
most cases appropriate treatment in- 
sures normal development both 
eyes instead only one. The most 
pressing problem detection 
early age. 

The department’s amblyopia ex- 
hibit consists three four foot 
panel and two side panels, each 
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two four feet. Six eight inch 
slides the side panels help 
illustrate the message. pretest con- 
ducted with parents, school health 
personnel and opthalmologists, indi- 
that the presented 
the exhibit are simple and easily un- 
derstood. 

The panels are separated for ship- 
ping. Total weight the crated ex- 
hibit less than 100 pounds. 

California health departments wish- 
ing borrow the exhibit should write 
the Prevention Blindness Pro- 
gram, California State Department 
Public Health, 2151 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, California. The department 
will pay shipping costs one way. 


Dentist Assigned Bureau 
Radiological Health 


The Public Health Service has in- 
stituted program assigning sev- 
eral residents radiological health 
some state health departments. The 
program has the dual purpose pro- 
viding residency training for the as- 
signees, and strengthening the ra- 
diological health programs the 
departments. 

James D.D.S., has been 
assigned the Bureau Radiological 
Health and his duties will include 
efforts reduce unnecessary radia- 
tion exposure from use X-rays 
dental practice. expected that 
two additional residents will as- 
signed the bureau January. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Kern County Seasonal Farm 
Labor Health Project 


Kern County Health Department 
has received additional $2,000 
grant from the State Department 
Public Health continue its seasonal 
farm labor health project the La- 
mont-Weedpatch area the county. 

Purpose the project increase 
the basic health knowledge farm 
labor families and enable them re- 
duce the great number preventable 
illnesses and accidents due poor 
practices personal hygiene, home 
sanitation, child care, and nutrition; 
and inform these families more 
fully the existing private and 
public medical resources that they 
can use them more effectively. 

Four Spanish-speaking persons and 
one Anglo, all whom live the 
area, are employed help with the 
project community health educa- 
tion aides. 

DeWitte Boyd, M.D., Kern 
County Health Officer, reports that 
these community aides have been 
great help the health department 
helping overcome the poor com- 
munication between 
health workers and the farm labor 
families. 

Following are some the chief 
contributions community aides have 
made the health department’s pro- 
gram far. Community aides: 


Call upon individual households 
explain basic health concepts, 
health department programs, and 
other community health resources; 


distribute suitable literature 
both English and Spanish. 

Help pregnant women and 
mothers realize the importance 
seeing physician regularly and com 
tacting public health nurses for 
vice and help. 

Translate English into 
and vice versa child health com 
ferences, community health 
and during home visits when they 
company the public health nurses. 

Help the health department 
select educational materials 
methods best suited the 
patterns and cultural values 
farm labor families. 


According Dr. Boyd, ‘‘By 
ing these vital roles and 
these community aides are 
extending our preventive health 
ices into the lives farm 
people. They are also helping our 
professional staff develop 
educational approaches based 
existing cultural patterns 
people and not our own 
tions, which they often don’t com 


The dollar and cents value 
idation may estimated the 
the potential costs treating 
ties now prevented this 
the basis, the delay 
fluoridation costing more than 
ice Hearings Before the House 
mittee Appropriations, 
Sixth Congress, Second Session, 
1211. 
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